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Basic Structure of the Physical Planning System in Croatia

STRATEGIC DOCUMENT

1 SPATIAL DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY
basic strategic document at state level directing spatial development, setting strategic goals and priorities

SPATIAL PLANS
main instruments for the implementation of national spatial 

planning policy at all levels / force and legal nature of bylaws

IMPLEMENTATION DOCUMENTS

2

4 PHYSICAL PLANNING INFORMATION SYSTEM (ISPU)

3 TERRITORIAL STATUS REPORTS

MONITORING DOCUMENTS

GEOPORTAL

PHYSICAL PLANNING PROGRAM
document at the state level

with implementation components

location/building permits

MSP in Exclusive Economic Zone
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MSP is traditionally an integral part of spatial planning in Croatia –
physical plans cover both land and marine areas

STATE LEVEL

• State Plan for Spatial 
Development covers the 
internal waters and territorial
sea

• Spatial Plan of the Exclusive
Economic Zone covers marine 
waters beyond the outer limits
of the territorial waters to its
outer boundary / Physical
Planning Program

• Spatial plans of national parks
and nature parks cover marine 
waters within the boundaries of 
the plan/parc

• Urban Plans of State 
significance cover marine 
waters within the boundaries of 
the Plan

LOCAL LEVEL
• Municipality Spatial Plans

cover marine waters within
the boundaries of municipality

• General Urban Plans cover
marine waters within the 
boundaries of city

• Urban Plans cover marine 
waters within the boundaries
of the Plan

REGIONAL LEVEL
• County Spatial Plans cover

marine waters within the 
county boundaries

• Urban Plans of County
Significance cover marine 
waters within the boundaries
of the Plan
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Spatial Development Strategy
(2017)

- covers territorial sea and exclusive
economic zone

- basic strategic document at the state 
level

Some of the examples of the strong tradition of marine planning 
as an area of special value, which the Strategy itself highlights:

- from 1967 to 1972, in cooperation with the UN, Croatia 
developed a programme and plan of physical planning of the 
Northern, Central and Southern Adriatic – Regional Spatial Plan 
of the Southern Adriatic 1968 and Coordination Regional Spatial 
Plan of the Northern Adriatic, 1972, and its direct hinterland

- 2004. Regulation on Protected coastal area (1000 m from the
coastline and the maritime zone 300 m from the coastline) - for 
the purposes of preserving the identity of the coast of the
Republic of Croatia and creating conditions for sustainable 
development of the coastal area (based on Integrated Coastal
Zone Management Protocol - Barcelona Convention)
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Physical Planning Program
(1999, amendments 2013)

- covers territorial sea and exclusive
economic zone

- document with implementation 
components at the state level
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Coastal waters

Territorial sea

Continental shelf

Croatian maritime zones

international ports

county ports

local ports

Ports for public
transport

Large ports
operational quay total 20.630 m in 1989

international marine waterways
international ferry routes

>1.000 m o.q. 
>   500 m o.q.
>   200 m o.q.
>   100 m o.q.
<   100 m o.q.

313 small ports, approx. 64.000 m 
operational quay (o.q.) in 1989

Small ports

>1.000 berths
500 - 999 berths
300 - 499 berths
200 -299 berths

<   199 berths

Nautical tourism ports

according to number of berths

amendments, 
plans for 2020

5



Module eDozvola Physical Planning Information System (ISPU)

eDozvola (mgipu.hr) - ePermit
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Physical Planning Program
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https://dozvola.mgipu.hr:9444/login


Module Geoportal ISPU Physical Planning Information System (ISPU)

https://ispu.mgipu.hr
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- central place for displaying 
and reviewing spatial plans, 
geospatial data and layers

- contains all valid spatial plans 
with associated data and 
graphic representations
 
- allows public access to spatial 
plans

- allows overview (WMS) of 
selected maps of spatial plans 
of all levels as well as overlay of 
spatial data of the different
sectors

- further development of ISPU 
will enable direct connection 
and data exchange with 
European portals (EMODnet)
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https://ispu.mgipu.hr/


Modules Physical Planning Information System (ISPU)

https://ispu.mgipu.hr
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https://ispu.mgipu.hr/
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Expert Analytical Basis: Data Collection and Analysis for the MSP (2023)



Updated (12/2023) with links to all plans and documents in marine area
https://maritime-spatial-planning.ec.europa.eu/countries/croatia

M
SP

 P
o

rt
al

 

10

https://maritime-spatial-planning.ec.europa.eu/countries/croatia


Ordinance on Spatial Plans (in force from 1/2024)

https://editor-test.mpgi.hr/test-portalpp/eeditor/eeditor-planovi TEST - eEditor (mpgi.hr)
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https://editor-test.mpgi.hr/test-portalpp/eeditor/eeditor-planovi
https://editor-test.mpgi.hr/test-portalpp/prostorni-plan/EnALXX2oDEZ4dV4eHooJs4?c=340483%2C4973339&l=pp_krHWhvv425ejnPrRDrmFqd%2Cpp_Su9vWXcDBJuXT6yARAEp9u%2Cpp_gPCNkucRTfxawYwqsLgrNE%2Cshared_jls_morske_granice%2Cpp_U5VGj2wwxBX8ws8LekHwHr%2Cshared_natura_2000_sci%2Cshared_natura_2000_spa%2Cmgipu_dppr_toponimi%2Cpp_PAPDu287h69TKSUD88pNsh&so=&z=3.1
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❑ Spatial Plan of the Exclusive Economic Zone - In progress

• 11/2023 Ministry of Physical Planning, Construction and State Assets established an Intersectoral Expert Group

- representatives of 10 ministries with competencies closely related to the use and protection of marine resources to monitor 

the compliance with the MSP Directive

- 28.3.2024. 1st meeting

- organizing 2nd meeting - ongoing

• 12/2023 The Minister of Physical Planning, Construction and State Assets adopted the Decision on the developement of the 

Spatial Plan of the Exclusive Economic Zone (OG 2/24) and initiated the procedure for the strategic assessment of the impact on 

the environment and acceptability for nature (competent authority is Ministry of Economy and Sustainable Development -

MESD)

• 12/2023 The Minister of Physical Planning, Construction and State Assets adopted the Ordinance on Spatial Plans (OG 152/23), 

which enables development of the next generation of spatial plans based on geographic information system (GIS)

• ongoing meetings/collaborations/activities: 

- with MSP Assistance Mechanism/DG MARE (12.12.2023.)

- with EMODnet (continuously)

- TEG workshop (13.3.2024.) 

- creating the MSP data model aligned with EMODnet

- analysis through web GIS tool

12



Spatial Plan of Exclusive Economic Zone – in progress
Sp

at
ia

l P
la

n
 o

f 
EE

Z 
Ministarstvo prostornog uređenja, graditeljstva i državne imovine (mpgi.hr)
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https://editor.mpgi.hr/dppr/gis?b=mgipu_dppr_podloga_za_analogni_ispis&c=360472%2C4884553&il=dkp_ka_katastar&l=mgipu_dppr_pp_view_dpprradiotvsustavvezaradaraline%2Cmgipu_dppr_pp_view_dpprradiotvsustavvezaradarapolygon%2Cdkp_ka_katastar%2Cmgipu_dppr_toponimi%2Cmgipu_obrada_HKZP_ANN%2Cmgipu_obrada_HKZP_FIR%2Cmgipu_obrada_HKZP_LD%2Cmgipu_obrada_HKZP_LLMFCTA%2Cmgipu_obrada_HKZP_PRDA_L%2Cmgipu_obrada_HKZP_ZL%2Cmgipu_obrada_INA_Busotina_platforma_T%2Cmgipu_obrada_INA_Vodovi%2Cmgipu_obrada_AZU_Plinovod%2Cmgipu_obrada_AZU_Eksploatacijska_polja_ugljikovodika%2Cmgipu_obrada_AZU_Prostori_za_istrazivanje_ugljikovodika%2Cmgipu_obrada_zasticeno_podrucje_poligoni_2019%2Cmgipu_obrada_direktiva_o_pticama_natura2000_hr_2019_%2Cmgipu_obrada_direktiva_o_stanistima_natura2000_hr_2019_&so=&z=2.0


Thank You!
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Dubrovnik, 8 May 2024
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